Probate & Associated work

Guide to our Prices
Dealing with probate can be a complex and difficult process. We can help you through this process
by obtaining the Grant of Probate on your behalf. We will also undertake the collecting and
distributing of assets. Our prices are based on property and assets in the UK.
How much does this service cost?
At Robertsons we like to meet with our clients so that we can provide them with accurate quotes
having regard to all the issues. Our fees are charged on a time spent basis subject to a minimum fee
of £1,500 plus VAT and disbursements. For example, the hourly rate for a four year post qualified
solicitor is £192 plus VAT per hour.

Example
TOTAL: fixed fee of £3,000 (incl. VAT)
This includes: obtaining the grant, collecting assets and distributing them.
This fee relates to a simple estate containing the following:
•

A property;

•

2 or 3 bank accounts;

•

1 or 2 shares;

•

One executor and one beneficiary.

Breakdown of costs:
Legal fees

£2,000

VAT on legal fees

£400

Disbursements (information below)

£600 in total
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Disbursements comprise:
•

probate court fee of £155 plus £0.50 per copy

•

£5 plus £2 per document Swearing of the oath (per executor);

•

bankruptcy-only Land Charges Department searches (£2 per beneficiary);

•

£100 post in the London Gazette—protects against unexpected claims from unknown
creditors; and

•

£150 post in a Local Newspaper—this also protects against unexpected claims.

Disbursements are costs related to your matter that are payable to third parties, such as court fees.
We handle the payment of disbursements on your behalf to ensure a smoother process.
As part of our fixed fee we will:
•

provide you with a dedicated and experienced probate solicitor to work on your matter;

•

identify the legally appointed executors or administrators and beneficiaries;

•

accurately identify the type of Probate application you will require;

•

obtain the relevant documents required to make the application;

•

complete the Probate Application and the relevant HMRC forms;

•

draft a legal oath for you to swear;

•

make the application to the Probate Court on your behalf;

•

obtain the Probate and securely send two copies to you;

•

collect and distribute all assets in the estate.

On average, estates that fall within this range are dealt with within 6-9 months. Typically, obtaining
the grant of probate takes 8-12 weeks. Collecting assets then follows, which can take 2-4 weeks.
Once this has been done, we can distribute the assets, which normally take 3-4 weeks. Selling a
property in an estate may increase the timescales dependent on how long the property takes to
sell.
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There are times where additional assets or liabilities can surface and we therefore reserve the right
to revise our fee should there be reason to do so. Any fee adjustments will be discussed with the
client.
Please note the example fee does not include the following:
•

preparing and filing tax returns for the administration period and to date of death;

•

taxable estates or where form IHT400 needs to be filed at HM Revenue and Customs;

•

foreign assets;

•

domicile status and complications;

•

administering and setting up trusts;

•

Claims made by the Department of Work and Pensions;

•

Resolving conflicts between beneficiaries and/or executors;

•

Insolvent estates.
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